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largely in the mining, lumbering and fishing industries of the West and, together 
with the bold and deeply indented coast line, provide 'a region for scenic cruises 
rivalling those of Norway. 

On the eastern coast of the Dominion are the island province of Prince Edward 
Island, the Islands of Cape Breton (an integral part of Nova Scotia), Anticosti, and 
the Magdalen group (included in the Province of Quebec), and the Islands of Grand 
Manan and Campobello (part of the Province of New Brunswick) in the Bay of 
Fundy. Prince Edward Island is 2,184 square miles in area, Cape Breton 3,970 
and Anticosti about the same. Fishing activities in these eastern islands are 
important, while agriculture on Prince Edward Island and mining on Cape Breton 
are the chief occupations of the inhabitants. 

Manitoulin Island and the Georgian Bay islands in Lake Huron and the 
Thousand Islands group in the St. Lawrence River, at its outlet from Lake Ontario, 
are the more important islands of the inland waters. 

Section 2.—Political Geography 

Politically, Canada is divided into nine provinces and two 'territories'. Each 
of the provinces is sovereign in its own sphere, as set out in the British North America 
Act (see pp. 40-60 of the 1942 Year Book) and, as new provinces have been organized 
from the Dominion lands of the northwest, they have been granted political status 
equivalent to that of the original provinces. Yukon and the Northwest Territories 
with their boundaries of to-day are administered by the Dominion Government. 
The characteristics of each of the provinces and of the 'territories' are reviewed 
below. 

Prince Edward Island.—This, the smallest province of the Dominion, is about 
120 miles in length, with an average width of 20 miles and has an area of 2,184 
square miles. It lies just off the coast east of New Brunswick and north of Nova 
Scotia and is separated from both provinces by Northumberland Strait, from 10 
to 25 miles wide. 

The Island is almost trisected by the deep indentations of Malpeque Bay, 
north of the town of Summerside, and by the mouth of the Hillsborough River at 
Charlottetown, which nearly meets Tracadie Bay on the north side. Its rich, red 
soil and red sandstone formations are distinctive features, and no point on the 
Island attains a greater altitude than about 450 feet above sea-level. Its climate, 
tempered by the surrounding waters of the Gulf of St. Lawrence and yet free from 
the rigours of Atlantic storms, combined with a fertile soil and sheltered harbours, 
offers great inducements to the pursuits of agriculture and fishing. The Province 
is noted for its relative predominance in the fox-farming industry, its lobster can
neries, its oyster beds, and its production of seed potatoes. 

Nova Scotia.—The Province of Nova Scotia is 381 miles in length by 50 to 
105 miles in width and has an area of about 21,068 square miles (see p. 2), some
what smaller than that of Eire. The mainland is connected with the Province of 
New Brunswick by the Isthmus of Chignecto; the Island of Cape Breton forms 
the northeast portion. The latter is separated from the mainland by the narrow 
Strait of Canso and includes the famous salt-water lakes of Bras d'Or. 


